Sunday, March 8 ~ Trust in His Plan ~ Genesis 41:14-45
In Genesis Chapter 41, we read about Joseph's rise from the dungeon
prison to being put in charge of the whole land of Egypt, all because he
was able to interpret Pharaoh's dreams (a gift he attributed to his GOD).
However, Joseph's rise was not with controversy, as his dream
interpretation foretold seven years of great abundance and then seven
years of severe famine in Egypt. The good news was that God also
equipped Joseph with an elaborate plan to share with Pharaoh to save
Egypt from ruin by the impending famine. Pharaoh trusted God's plan, and
as we know, that plan that ultimately reunited and saved Jacob's family.
Sometimes there is no way to escape life's catastrophes. Sometimes we
know it's coming, and sometimes it just knocks us off our feet. Either way,
the pain and fear are usually overwhelming. But God has also equipped us
with a plan for survival, and it is embedded in the hearts of those who
believe in Him. David has written it all out beautifully in Scripture: "Where
can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up
to the heavens, you are there; If I make my bed in the depths, you are
there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the
sea, Even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast."
Psalm 139:7-10
Wherever you go, He is there. Whatever you do, He is there. And whatever
you are going through, He is there. Trust in Him.
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Genesis 41:14-45 New International Version (NIV)
So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the
dungeon. When he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came before
Pharaoh.
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Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I
have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.”
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“I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the
answer he desires.”
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Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was standing on the bank of
the Nile, 18 when out of the river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek,
17

and they grazed among the reeds.
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After them, seven other cows came up—

scrawny and very ugly and lean. I had never seen such ugly cows in all the
land of Egypt. 20 The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven fat cows that came up
first. 21 But even after they ate them, no one could tell that they had done so;
they looked just as ugly as before. Then I woke up.
“In my dream I saw seven heads of grain, full and good, growing on a
single stalk. 23 After them, seven other heads sprouted—withered and thin
and scorched by the east wind. 24 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the
seven good heads. I told this to the magicians, but none of them could
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explain it to me.”
Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the
same. God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26 The seven
good cows are seven years, and the seven good heads of grain are seven
years; it is one and the same dream. 27 The seven lean, ugly cows that came
up afterward are seven years, and so are the seven worthless heads of grain
scorched by the east wind: They are seven years of famine.
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“It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to
do. 29 Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of
Egypt, 30 but seven years of famine will follow them. Then all the abundance
in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land. 31 The
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abundance in the land will not be remembered, because the famine that
follows it will be so severe. 32 The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in
two forms is that the matter has been firmly decided by God, and God will
do it soon.

“And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in
charge of the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the
land to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of
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abundance. 35 They should collect all the food of these good years that are
coming and store up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in
the cities for food. 36 This food should be held in reserve for the country, to
be used during the seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt, so that
the country may not be ruined by the famine.”
The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. 38 So Pharaoh
asked them, “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of
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God[a]?”
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Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to

you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be in charge
of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with
respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”

Joseph in Charge of Egypt
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So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of

Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on
Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain
around his neck. 43 He had him ride in a chariot as his second-incommand,[b] and people shouted before him, “Make way[c]!” Thus he put him
in charge of the whole land of Egypt.
Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one
will lift hand or foot in all Egypt.” 45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name
Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of
On,[d] to be his wife. And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.
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Footnotes:

a.
b.
c.
d.

Genesis 41:38 Or of the gods
Genesis 41:43 Or in the chariot of his second-in-command; or in his second chariot
Genesis 41:43 Or Bow down
Genesis 41:45 That is, Heliopolis; also in verse 50

