
WESLEYAN COVENANT RENEWAL SERVICE 2023 
Covenant Renewal Service. Adapted by George Lyons.  
From the Pamphlet Written by John Wesley and First Published in 1780. 
 

This service comes to us through John Wesley, the forefather of our theological tradition.  
 

For him what it meant to be a mature disciple of Christ was the joining of believers in a  
covenant "to serve God with all our heart and with all our soul."  
 

He urged his Methodist followers to renew "at every point, our covenant, that the Lord should be our God."  
 

On August 11, 1755, Wesley refers to an occasion when he conducted a service that provided opportunity for persons to 
make or renew that covenant with God. Listen to this account from his daily journal:  
 

"I mentioned to the congregation another means of increasing serious religion, which had been frequently practiced by 
our forefathers, namely, the joining in a covenant to serve God with all our heart and with all our soul.  
 

I explained this for several mornings and on Friday many of us kept a fast to the Lord, beseeching Him to give us  
wisdom and strength, to make a promise unto the Lord our God and keep it.  
 

On Monday, August 11, I explained once more the nature of such an engagement, and the manner of doing it acceptably 
to God.  
 

At six in the evening we met for that purpose. After I had recited the tenor of the covenant proposed all those who      
desired to give testimony of their entrance into this covenant stood up, to the number of about 1,800 persons.  
 

Such a night I scarce ever saw before. Surely the fruit of it shall remain forever."  
 

It is important that we recognize our continuing need for confession. We have tended to connect confession only to the 
moment of turning to Christ for the first time.  
 

But Scripture validates, and Wesley affirmed, even the Christian’s need for a periodic prayer of confession as well. In 
Wesley’s own words: "the most holy among us is subject to a thousand infirmities which spring from our fallenness.”  
 

Our shortcomings and human failings need the atoning blood of Christ as well as our 'properly so-called' sins. According 
to the apostle Paul, all of us must live daily recognizing our need of the cleansing work of Christ.  
 

Today we recognize again not only our great need of the grace of God, but our need to express our community covenant 
and our personal covenant – that in 2023 we will love and serve the Lord with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength. 
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2 Corinthians 4:7-18 New International Version (NIV) 
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard 
pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not de-
stroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For 
we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that His life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 
So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 
  

13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also believe and therefore speak,  
14 because we know that the One who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to 
himself. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow 
to the glory of God. 
  

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For 
our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on 
what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 



PRELUDE HYMN # 90 “Joyful, Joyful”  
GREETING 
Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Come let us worship the Lord who established a new covenant through His Son Jesus Christ. 
We come in spirit and in truth. 
 

*Hymn # 57– O For a Thousand Tongues 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION Let us pray: 
Let us worship our Creator, the God of love; God continually preserves and sustains us; 
We have been loved with an everlasting love; through Jesus Christ we have been given complete knowledge of 
God’s glory. 
 

You are God; we praise You; we acknowledge You to be the Lord. Let us glory in the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
Though He was rich, for our sakes He became poor;  
He was tempted in all points as we are, But He was without sin; 
He went about doing good and preaching the gospel of the kingdom; 
 

He accepted death, death on the cross; He was dead and is alive forever; 
He has opened the kingdom of heaven to all who trust in Him; He sits in glory at the right hand of God; 
He will come again to be our Judge. 
You, Christ, are the King of Glory. 
Let us rejoice in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life. 
 

Through the Spirit we are born into the family of God, and made members of the body of Christ; 
The witness of the Spirit confirms us; The wisdom teaches us; The power enables us; 
The Spirit will do far more for us than we ask or think. 
All praise to you, Holy Spirit. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

*Hymn Number # 378: Come Let Us Use the Grace Divine (the tune of Amazing Grace)  
Come, let us use the grace divine, and all, with one accord 
In a perpetual cov’nant join ourselves to Christ the Lord 
 

Give up ourselves, through Jesus’ pow’r, His name to glorify; 
And promise, in this sacred hour, For God to live and die. 
 

The cov’nant we this moment make be ever kept in mind: 
We will no more our God forsake, Or cast his words behind. 
 

Forever we will rev’rence here the One who hears our vow: 
And if You are well-pleased to hear, Come down, and meet us now! 
 

To each the cov’nant blood apply, Which takes our sins away; 
And register our names on high, And keep us to that day! 
 

OFFERTORY/ANTHEM Hymn # 431  ~ “Let There Be Peace on Earth”  Alicia Stephens 
 

(Children up to 2nd grade may go to Children’s Church) 



CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us humbly confess our sins to God.  
O God, You have shown us the way of life through your Son, Jesus Christ.  
We confess with shame our slowness to learn of Him,  
Our failure to follow Him, and our reluctance to bear the cross. 
Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us. 
 

We confess the poverty of our worship, our neglect of fellowship and of the means of grace,  
Our hesitating witness for Christ, our evasion of responsibilities in our service,  
Our imperfect stewardship of your gifts. 
Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us. 
 
Let each of us in silence make confession to God. 
 

SILENCE 
 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us. 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 
In your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
 

Now the message that we have heard from God’s Son and announce is this: 
God is light, and there is no darkness at all in Him. 
If we live in the light—just as He is in the light—then we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from every sin. 
 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and there is no truth in us. But if we confess our sins to 
God, He will keep His promise and do what is right; He will forgive us all our wrongdoing. 
Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 

COLLECT Let us pray: 
Father, you have appointed our Lord Jesus Christ as Mediator of a new covenant; Give us grace to draw 
near with fullness of faith and join ourselves in a perpetual covenant with you, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

SCRIPTURE READING ~ 2 Corinthians 4:16-18  
 

THE MESSAGE and THE GREAT THANKSGIVING     “The Wesleyan Way”           
 

THE COVENANT 
In the old covenant, God chose Israel to be a special people and to obey the law. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, by His death and resurrection, has made a new covenant with all who trust in Him. 
We stand within this covenant and we bear His name. 
On the one side, God promises in this covenant to give us new life in Christ. 
 

On the other side, we are pledged to live not for ourselves but for God. Today, therefore, we meet to renew the 
covenant which binds us to God.  
 

(THE PEOPLE STAND) 
 

*Friends, let us claim the covenant God has made with His people, and accept the yoke of Christ. 
To accept the yoke of Christ means that we allow Christ to guide all that we do and are, and that Christ Himself 
is our only reward. 
 



Christ has many services to be done; some are easy, others are difficult; some make others applaud, others bring 
only reproach; some we desire to do because of our own interests; others seem unnatural. 
Sometimes we please Christ and meet our own needs, at other times we cannot please Christ unless we deny 
ourselves.  Yet Christ strengthens us and gives us the power to do all these things.  
 

Therefore let us make this covenant of God on our own. 
Let us give ourselves completely to God, trusting in His promises and relying on His grace. 
 

I give myself completely to You, O God.  
Assign me to my place in Your creation.  
Let me suffer for You. 
Give me the work You would have me do. 
 

Give me many tasks or have me step aside while You call others.  
Put me forward or humble me. 
Give me riches or let me live in poverty. 
I freely give all that I am and have to You. 
And now, holy God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, You are mine and I am Yours.  So be it. 
May this covenant made on earth continue for all eternity.  
Amen 
 

RECEIVING OF THE SACRAMENTS   (Children to return) 
 

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 
May the God who established a covenant with those who seek to enter the kingdom be always present with you. 
Amen. 
May Jesus Christ who sealed the new covenant with His sacrifice on the cross bring you peace.  Amen. 
May the Holy Spirit of God guide your life, now and forever.  Amen. 
Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all that you do.  Amen.  Thanks be to God! 
 

BENEDICTION IN SONG HYMN # 143 
And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings  ~ Bear You on the breath of dawn  
Make You to shine like the sun  ~ And hold You in the palm of His hand 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
“Well, so that is that ... we've gotten through Christmas once again, perhaps in spite of ourselves. but it's over now."   
               “Once again as in previous years we have seen the actual Vision and failed to do more than entertain it as 
an agreeable possibility. So, it's back to the old world we left behind for just a bit on Christmas Eve, and perhaps 
that makes us weary. And yet the Vision will not entirely go away. We almost wish it would." Auden concludes,  
"To those who have seen the Child, however dimly, however incredulously, the time being is, in a sense, the 
most trying time of all." from "For the Time Being,"  W. H. Auden 
 

"Anyway" ~ Anonymous 

People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered. Love them anyway! 
If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. Do good anyway! 
If you are successful, you will win false friends and true enemies. Succeed anyway! 

The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway! 
Honesty and frankness will make you vulnerable. Be honest and frank anyway! 

The biggest people with the biggest ideas can be shot down by the smallest people with the smallest minds. 
Think big anyway! 

People favor underdogs but follow only top dogs. Fight for some underdogs anyway! 
What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight. Build anyway! 

People really need help but may attack you if you help them. Help people anyway! 
Give the world the best you have, and you will get kicked in the teeth. Give the world the best you have anyway! 


